NorTH Paciric HuMpBACK WHALE
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Population trends
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species. Srientists estim

umpback whabes ane an endangensd

e that the P whial g |-.-|--:|.'

i of Bvorth Pacibie humpback whales was approximately
15,0800 swhales. Researchers estimate currendly. the Mosth
Facthe humpback population nombers roughby 1700

53000 whabes, It is believed that about two-thirds of thas

Popuiaton o roirhily FSN0-3 000 whales) mierates to
Havwvan each year

Distribution & Movement Patterns

sorth Pacibic humpback whales winter in three nearshome
livwver lagitudi |'|..I'I.l_;.'.||.| calvine arsas Hawai, wosters
Stexbon, and Ehe mlands of southern !.||'.:|'. [Maring thi

sprng and summier, North Pacific humpback whales

ate bo feedinge areas over Lhae com mlal shaelf of the

Pacific rim from the coast of Califormks morth bo the B Fing
Sed. [The maen Hawaisan Bslands may contain the largest

sEAscnal |,-'i'\l||:|'|.':| of Morth FPaciiic |'||'||E'\-|I kS 1 thae

world, Hawai is the only state in the LS, where humpbacks
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Feeding patierns
| |LII!I|'||'|.|-\. k whales feed |.|Ilr|I'.::| the SLITRIEGT, §6 M NETT RS

(ebween approsarmabe latitudes 405 o 75370 They feed on kerill

and smiall schi LT fish EUACE A5 & .'.'_'\-|'||'| il N rTmE |-'|_||-|||.
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Reproduction

Mlature females typically calve every 2-3 years

The humpback whale's gestathon perhod & 10-12 moniths

Lalves murse bor 10-12 months, ofbten doubling in size
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Humpback whales of both sexes typically reach sexual
maturily between 59 years of age

The humpback whale's average lifespan is unknown, but
s Biedirsied Bo e ) - Bl years

Thrests

Acoustic disturbance

Collision with ships

Entanglemaent in marine diebris

Habidtat degradation, including pollution
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Recovery elforts

The Hawaitan Islands Hum |'\l|'\,,|q, k Whale Matbomnal
Marine Sanctuary seeks to educate the public aboat
humpback whales and about the importance of Hawail's
wiaters to the humpbacks’ survival. The Sanchuary also
supports humpback whale reseanch efforts in Flaowaii
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Kesearch
Curment research inchsdies

popanlation sssessments

documenting and analvzing social and rrpr\-.ﬂu. Hwve

behavior; and,
descmibing the natural history of humphback whales

Hrzearch methods inchade
aeral and vessel surveys
undderwatier |'l"||'\-:|'\-_,:|.||'l|'|l. Ml BOOLISER
recording;
vhasto-identification of Mukes: and
k

satellite tagging
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HAWAIIAN ISLANDS HUMPBACK WHALE
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